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W_I_lo are we?

Under the current UNFPA-supported Country
Programme of assistance to the Government of
Lebanon (2002-2006 extended till 2007), the
Population and Development Strategies Programme
(PDS) aims at contributing to the improvement of
the quality of life of the Lebanese people by
improving their reproductive health status,
reducing gender gaps in socio-economic sectors,
and achieving a balance between population
dynamics and socio-economic development.

As technical arm of the National Permanent
Population Committee (NPPC), the PDS programme
is working towards the integration of population,
gender and reproductive health dimensions in
national and sectoral development planning.

The PDS team is multidisciplinary and consists of
professionals in the field of population, development
and research.

The National Permanent Population Committee
(NPPC) was established in December 1994. It is
presided by the Minister of Social Affairs and it
includes representatives from concerned ministries
and NGOs as well as a group of experts in several
population related fields.

The main tasks of the NPPC include:
Drawing attention to implications of population
issues on the economic, social and educational
sectors and suggest possible responses
Monitoring the implementation of recommenda-
tions from regional and international conferences
approved by the Lebanese government
Coordinating with specialized United Nations
agencies and relevant ministries for follow up
on commitments of the Lebanese government
in the area of population
Proposing population policies that are in line
with the overall national policy
Compiling studies and research on population
issues and publish the ones deemed appropriate.
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Programme of Action of the Internat|onal
Conference on Population and Development — ICPD,
Cairo 1994

Key Actions for the Further Implementation of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development — ICPD+5, New York
1999

Official Qutcomes of the ICPD at Ten Review, New
York 2005

The Millennium Declaration and the Millennium ” =

Development Goals — MDGs, New York 2000
The National Population Policy, 2001
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| the July 2006 war, the

PDS programme undertook a
number of qualitative and quantitative
studies focusing on various population
groups such as the elderly, the female
heads of household and the disabled, and
assessing the responsiveness of NGOs and
the Social Development Centers of the
Ministry of Social Affairs during the
war and their readiness to
meet new needs after

the war.
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The PDS programme works to improve the quality of
life of the Lebanese people and more particularly
those in the reproductive age, the youth, the
adolescents, the women, the elderly, the poor, and
other people with special needs.

The PDS programme directs its activities towards
achieving three key outputs:

N "Strengthened national capacities for the integration

of population, RH and gender dimensions into
sectoral planning and programming”

Initiation of the pilot integration of Population
issues in plans within the Health and Education
sectors

Capacity Building of project staff and other
concerned individuals on Result Based
Management and Integration

Assessment of the role, responsibilities and
structure of the NPPC.

I1"Increased awareness and understanding of priority

population, RH and gender issues among policymakers,
parliamentarians, media and opinion leaders"

Initiation of a National Advocacy Strategy on
Population Issues

Conducting needs assessment for advocacy on
population issues for media and opinion leaders
Developing and disseminating user-friendly
brochures/kits/policy briefs and other material on
emerging and priority population issues

Seeking to build a media network in support of
population, Reproductive Health, and gender
Issues

Advancing policy dialogue among parliamentarians,
decision-makers, and other influentials at national
and community levels on population,
Reproductive Health and gender issues

[9"'Increased availability of sex-disaggregated population

related data by region"

Undertaking in-depth and specialized studies in
priority and emerging population areas
Contributing to National Surveys executed by
other institutions

Supporting  Reproductive  Health  country-
programme tailored data collection activities/
surveys
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